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1 hive We F aſted, fay ce * 5 
Thou ſeeſt not? Wherefore habe We Af 


flicted our Soul, an 14 0 Tl, 10 
, Knowledge ? e 2 


= HE SE Words, which were bebe __ | 
unto Us in the Firſt Leſſon of this Mor- 
ning s Service, contain in them an Ob- 
os brought by Ungodly and. Profane Men 
againſt the Duty of Faſting: A Duty, to which 
All are Indefinitely oblig' q at Some Times and 
upon Some Occaſions by the Expreſs Command 
of God; and to which We at This time are e- 
if pecially determin d by that Authority, which, 
4 under God's, is moſt Sacred and Obligato- 

But in vain is this Duty enjoyn d by the 
Tits! of God and Man, whilſt there lurk in 
Mens Hearts any falſe Perſwaſions of its Inſigni· 
ficancy and Unprofitableneſs: In order arched 
to remove Such Prejudices, I ſhall endeavour to 


give a Satisfactory Anſwer to the Objectors = 


gainſt Faſting, that having evine d the Uſefulneſs 
of ahi Daty in iis 1 may with the greater 
tA Force : 


+ 448 | 4% K. 

a rn 4 
— — 
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2 Ii Dr 7 Carle; 5 Siri, 5 


Tote preſs the Religious Obſervance of This 7 
Day's Solemn Faſt, "Sy thoſe Godly Purpoſes for 
2» Which it is appointed; and more Sperl for 


*- \mploring the Divine Bleſſing on the n Ne- 
gotiations for Peace. 


The Unprofitableneſs of Faſting, if it could 
be as Strongly prov'd, as it is Boldly aſſerted, 
would be too weighty an Objection to admit of 
a Clear Anſwer. For it may ſeem Unreaſonable, 

that Men ſhould affif their Souls to no urpoſe; | 
"and it is repugnant to the Goodneſs of the Di- 
vine Being to exact that of Us as a Duty, which 
is both Vanity and Vexation of Spirit. Now that 
Faſting Is Unptotitable- the Objectors thus pre- 
tend to prove; The Bleſſings, ar We by our 
Faſts would procure, are not Granted ; the 
Judg ments which We would deprecate, are not 
: Remov d; Or to ſpeak more particularly, in re- 
; ference to our preſent C ircumſtances, that Hap- |, 
py and Secure Peace, which We have fo often 
. faſted and prayed for, 3 is not Obtained; that 
Tedious ad Expenſive War, under which We 
have fo long Groaned, is not Yet Ended; and 
therefore it is in vain for Us to faſt any longer. 
Now in this Objection there are Several chings 
ſuppoſed, of ah if Any One fail, the Argu 
ment againſt Faſting is not Concluſive z and li . 
1 0 
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All mould 4 upon examination be found . it 
muſt then a — very Frivolous. — 304 

For to make tis 4 good BEARER: again 
Faſting, it maſt be fappoled, 


js „22. 1 


"Ti 3 4 


It. That becauſe God 1 not 4 10 ond 
our Faſts, therefore He will not. 
 2dly. That becauſe God doth not regard Some 
Kinds of Faſts, therefore He regardeth None. 
3aly. That becauſe God Joch not grant the | 
e Requeſts of Such as Faſt, therefor | i 
He doth not band their Faſting. | WG 4 


All thele things muſt be pd 4 Tre to 
anche this a Good 4 Obje&tion againft Faſting ; but 
the contrary of Each is True, and Werber it i 
emp Oe” For LIE 


| Thoſe Faſts which God baſk F dieegarded | 
Hith rto, He may regard for the Time to come; | 
fo that it is no Argument againſt Faſting, that | 
God hath not Yet regarded our Fafts. | 
2dly. Though God diſregards ſome Sorts of 
Faſts, He may regard Other Sorts ; ſo that his 
| Dire egard of One Kind is no Plea for our Ne- 
dere of Faſts of Another ond: 
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"kg 3005 Though God doth not grant the Parts 


cular Ne of ſuch as Faſt, He may yet re- 
gard their Faſts; ſo that the Denial of the Ble(- 


2 | Te s which We ask 1 is no Argument for our 
| Neglect of. Falting- 


Theſe Propoſitions 1 ſhall cndeayour to make 
, and ſhall, as I go along, apply what ſhall 
be ſaid upon each Head to the Occaſion of this 
By: 8 So emn Humiliation. | 


/f. Then it is to be proy d, Thats FMS 
Thoſe Faſts which G0d hath diſregarded Hi 
therto, He may regard for the Time to come; 
1⁰ that it is no Argument againſt Faſting, that 
God hath not Yet regarded our Faſts. 
Sod hath promiſed that thoſe ho ſow in 
Tears ſhall reap in Joy; but this gives Us no rea- 
ſon to expect, that the Seed ſown ſhall imme- 
diately ſpring forth into Fruit, but We muſt be 
content to wait for the time of Harveſt. [Were 


1 g of that Intrinſick Value in it ſelf, that it 
did for its Own Sake merit Gods Favour, We 


might then upon our pay ing down the Price, of 
[right challenge the benefit of the Purchaſe; Or 


had God any where promis d that upon our 


bieter; of this Dury, He would immedi- 


— 
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ately pour down his Bleſſin gs upon Us; then our 
Faſts would have, though not in themſelves, 


Vet by Virtue of ſuch Promiſe, a. right to 4 


Immediate Regard: But ſince a Preſent Bleſſing 


upon our Faſts is neither Originally due from 1 
God's Juſtice, nor becomes due to Us from his 
Veracity, the Delay of his Mercies can be no 
Argument of a peremptory Denial; and though 


our firſt Attempt upon Heaven prove Succeſs: 
leſs, We have no reaſon preſently to Deſpond. 

5 The main End of our Faſting is to give an 
Edge to our Devotions, to qualifie Us, for the 


— performance of them, and to render 


them more Acceptable to God: As long there- 


8 


fore as Supplications and Prayers continue to be 


a Duty, ſo long will it be of Uſe to add Faſting 


to our moſt Solemn Prayers; and as Cod Ss not 


Anſwering our Requeſts Inſtantly is no juſt 
ground for our Fainting in Prayers, ſo 3 


will it be a good reaſon for our leaving off to 
Faſt. Now although Chriſt hath forbid Us to 


uſe Vain Repetitions, when We pray, Yet He 


hath taught Us, that to reiterate the Same Re- 
queſts: will not be in Vain; and though We 


may not hope to be heard for our Mach Speak: 
ing, yet We are aſſured, hat We. ſhall be heard 
tor © our Frauen Aaking. . 


Tho | 
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* 
"The tclerting of the Unjuſt Judge ſtands re- 
Fe. in Scri as a plain ſtance of the It- 
ROE force of Imponunty and notwithſtand- 
ing it were Blaſphemy to think that God Acts 
upon the Same Motives as an Unjuſt Judge, Tet 
dur Saviour hath taught Us to nen that 

| our Pefſeverance in Prayer ſhall with relpoct-£6 4 
God have the Same Effect. It muſt be — ; 
leqg dd, that the Reaſons why Importunity prevails 
with Men, do not hold, when they are applied to 
God. Men may not attend to our Firſt Addreſſes, 
or may not be able immediately to anſwer tbem: 
They may make themſelves Sport with our Wants, 
and ihaefore be ſlow to ſupply them: They may 
defer their Favours out of a Vain Oſtentation 
of Power, and Value themſelves upon the Depen- 
dance of their Supplicants; What they do not 
grant at Firſt out of the generoſity of their Nature, 
they may grant at Laſt out of mere Impatience; 
They may not be able to bear the troubleſome 
Clamours of an Importunate Suitor, and may 

ban with his Defires, not out of the Benig- 
ity of their Mind, but purely for love of 
zaſe. But God is not Deaf to our firſt Requeſts, 
that We ſhould be forc'd to Renew them; nor 
Limited in his Power, that He ſhould not be 
Able * to anſwer them: He takes no 
pleaſure 


The Draw Fae; Sram # 
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ſhould defer their Relief; nor do our Acknow- 
ledgments add any thing to Him, that He ſhould | 
Glory in our Dependance: He is not a Fond 
Being, whoſe Bowels are to be melted by com- 
paſſionate Complaints, nor a Frail Being, that 
He ſhould be tir d into Compliance by mere 
force of Aſſiduous and Importunate Applicati- 
on. Why chen, may Objectars ſay, Should 
our Repeated Faſts and Prayers be more preya- 
lent 3 God, than our Former? What Rea- 
ſons can be aſſi ian d, why God whoſe Wiſdom, 
Power, and Goodneſs, are always the Same, 
ſhould not always be Equally ready to grant the 
Same Requeſts? Now, although it is ſufficient 
for Us Chriſtians to be taught by Chriſt that 
Importunity in Prayer is prevalent with God, 
without troubling our ſelves to enquire into the 
Cauſes of its Prevalence, Yet if We do with 
Holy Reverence ſearch i into. the Reaſons of Gods 
thus dealing with Men, it is not very difficult to 
aſſign, if not the True, yet very Juſt grounds for 
this procedure. For although the Frequency of 
Prayer and Faſting may be of no Efficacy to dif- 
poſe God to be more gracious, Yet it may be of 
great Uſe to diſpoſe Us to be more proper Ob- 
* of his Graces though it can make no . 
; = change 


lcature 7 the Miſery of his Creatures, that He — 


TY Ad 222 
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"ih i Dean 7 Celle 5 ; Sermon, 1 
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da in God; ſo that He ſhould become] more 
propitious, Jet may it work that change in Us, 
Which is Neceſſary to render Us more worthy of 


his Mercies. For our Supplications and Faſts 
have in themſelves no Immediate Effect upon 
God, by working any Impreſſion upon Him that 
IS Immutable; and therefore can have no Great - 
er Efficacy by being Often repeated; but they 

are upon this account effectual becauſe they cre- 
ate in Us thoſe Heavenly Diſpoſitions of Mind, 
which are requiſite to prepare Us for God's Bleſ- 
ſings; and conſequently the more Frequent they 
are, the more they may work in Us that Devout 
and Submiſſive temper of Soul; and for that rea- 


ſon be the more Effectual. Since therefore there 
are good Reaſons, why God out of Mercy ſhould 


for ſome time diſcover no Regard to thoſe Faſts, 


which He will be ſure out of the Same Mercy at 


laſt to Accept, Gods diſregard of our Former 


Faſts, if it ſhould be allow'd to be true, will 


be no good Argument, why We ſhould leave 
off to Faſt. 

And this i is a ſufficient Etoouratelhes to Vs 
to be Earneſt and Vehement,. Zealous and Fer-- 
vent, Importunate and Unwearicd in our Suppli- 
cations to God at this time for. the Bali 


en of an Honourable, Secure, and Laſting. 


Peace, 


dd. 


Peach Tat 57. Janes! s aa | 9 


Peace. This ir a Bleſft ing worth our Frequent Ask. 
ing, our Diligent Seeking, our long Waiting for 
at the Throne of Grace. This Bleſſing the n 
Providence hath now for many Years with-held 
from Us, that, by our Experience of the want of 
it, We might have a juſter Senſe of its true Value, 
than We are wont to have of the greateſt = 
choiceſt Gifts of God, whilſt We enjoy them 
without the leaſt Diſturbance and Interruption. 
The longer We Wait for a Deliverance, the lar- 
ger Field We have to exerciſe our Patience in; 
the more preſſing Our Afflictions are, the more * 
fervent our Prayers for a Releaſe from them are 
wont to be; the Delay of our Hopes teaches Us 
to mortify our Deſires, and to ſubmit our Wills 

to the Good-Pleaſure of God; to be Secure of 
thoſe Bleſſings which have been often askr, and 
are ſtill kept back from Us, to build on Promiſes - 
againſt Experience, are ſignal Teſtimonies of an 
intire Confidence, and Unſhaken Truſt in the Di- 
vine Goodneſs. Theſe are the Graces, which 
Gods Holy Spirit worketh in his Servants, when 
He delays the grant of thoſe Bleſſings, which are 
reſerv d in ſtore for them; and Thoſe who make 
this Uſe of his deferring ſo ineſtimable Bleſſing as 
that of a Secure Peace, have no reaſon to com- 
plain, — they will receive it at laſt with an 


5 ample 


3 OE 


Thankt God for Victory · But our Joy upon theſe 


9 — 2 — 9 ma 
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ample Accumulation of Intereſt. After We 
have long groan'd under the heavy Weight of 
an Expenſive War, after We have ſufficiently 


Suat under the Rod of God's ſore Judgments, 


We ſhall: be more ſenfibly ſtruck with a ſudden» 


breaking forth of Mercy, and ſhall fet an Higher 


Price upon that Bleſſing, which We "eg for 
Many Years, as it were, wreſtled for with God by 
Frequent Faſtings, Repeated Acts of Humiliaty 
on, and an Unwearied Com of Self denial. 
God hath in the Courſe of this War wrought for 


Us Many and Wonderful Succeſſes; Our Festival 
have kept almoſt an equal Pace with our Faſts, 


and We have ſcarce oftner Pray d, than We have 


Occaſions hath been imbitter d with Sorrow, 
whilſt our Conqueſts have been bought at the 


Expence of much Bloud, and the Tearsof Widows 


and Orphans have mingled with our Triumphant: 
Acclamations. Succeſs in. War can no Other-ways. 
be cſteem'd a Bleſſing by good Chriſtians, than 


as either in the Ordinary Courſe of things it hath 


4 Natural Tendeney to procure Peace, or as be- 
ing ſent from God in Anſwer to the devout Su 

plications of his Servants, it may by them be lookt 
upon as a Pledge and Earneſt of that Quiet and 


mn, which. are the principal Object of 


their 


. 4 at. Ft. Z Jars s Chapel. 11 
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their maſt” Paſſionate Wiſhes, and\moſt Earn . 
Prayers. The Mercies therefore which We have 
hitherto receiv d are not ſo Valuable in Them - 


ſelves, as for the Hopes We may thence entertain 


of ill greater Morcies in Reſerve, and for the 


Encouragement they give Us to addreſs our ſelves 


to God in the words of the Prophet. Lord, thox 


wilt ordain Peace for Us: for thou alſo haſt wrought 


all our Works among . 
When We conſider the. Many ad Grievous 


Calamities, with which Wars, even when mott 


Proſperous ; and Succeſsful, are unavoidabl y atten- 


ded, "We muſt be ſtript of all Humanity, if We 
are not touch'd with a Compaſſionate Senſe of 


ſuch affecting Miſeries; if We do not all that is 


in our power to remove them; if We do not 
earneſtly invoke the Goodneſs and Power of an 
All-Merciful and Almighty God to give Us an 
Happy and Speedy Deliverance from them. What 
anxious Sentiments had the Prophet Jeremy of 
the Terrours of War, when foreſceing by Divine 


Revelation the Approaches of it, He broke out . 


into ſuch pathetick Expreſſions, as Shew that the 
very Viſion thercof at a Diſtance was to his Peace- 
able and Righteous Soul an Inſupportable Tor- 


ment? M 3 my Bomels, I am pained at my Jer. 4. 19. 


wery Heart ;, my Heart maketh « Noiſe in Me, Ian . 
„„ _.. 


| 
ö 
| 


12 The Dean of Carliſſe s Sermon, 
not hold my Peace, becauſe thou haſt heard, 0 my 
Soul, the Sound of the Trumpet, the Alarm of War. 

How long ſhall I fee the Standard, and hear the 
Sound of the Trumpet? But the Miſchiefs of a Blou- 
dy and Deſtructive War will fall the Hearts of all 

true Chriſtians with ſtill greater Concern and Dif- 
quietude, when they look upon them in Another 
and more Frightful View, and with Horror and 
Grief reflect on thoſe Manifold and Enormous 
Sins,, which though in Thought and Speculation 
they may be ſeparable from War, Yer in Reality 
and Fact do feldom fail to attend it; ſo that 
they muſt be void of all Zeal for God's Honour, 
of all Love to the Souls of Men, of all Bowels 

and Chriſtian Compaſſion, if they do not with 
Cries and Tears; with Supplications and Prayers, 
with Faſtings and Humiliations, with all the Me- 
thods of appeaſing God's Wrath, and imploring 
his Mercy, intercede with Him, who breaketh 
the Arrows of the Bow, the Shield, and the et 
and the Battle, that Hewould put a Check to 
the Fury of War, that a Stop may withall be put 
to thoſe Sins which are of its Train, in their 

| Number Various, in their Kind Flagrant, and in 

, their Iſſue, God Knows, too often Unrepented of. 

| All who have this Senſe of War, (and all muſt 

| have this Senſe of it, who conſider it as-Chriſti- 


FY "Proves at 78s James 1 Thaw 
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ans) will be Earneſt Supplicants at the w_ 2 | 


Grace, and will beg the Bleſſed Jeſus, the Prince 


of Peace, to give an Energy to their Imperfect 


Prayers by his moſt powerful Interceſſion, that 
Peace may be reſtor d apon Earth, and Good 


Vill towards Men, and that God's gracious Pro- 


miſes may at laſt be verified to his Church; that 
Chriſtians may beat their Swords into Plow-Shares, 


and their Spears into Praning-hooks ; ; that Nation 


may not liſt up Sword againſt Nation, neither may 
they learn War any more. 


But feaſt our preſent Faſt ud bea as ; Unſuo 


ceſsful to this End: as our former, it will be pro- 
per to proceed to the Conſideration of e our ad 
Head, vi. That 


üg h God Jifegunce & Sore Sorts of Faſts 
He may reger Other Sorts, ſo that his diſregard 


of One Kind is no Plea for our Neglect of Faſts 


of Another and a Better Kind. 
Faſting is not Abſolutely, and in its PREY Ns 
ture wot, but Relatively, and as it miniſters to 


Other Virtues; It is not properly an Eſſential 


part of Religion, but rather an Auxiliary and In 


ſtrumental Duty; it derives all its Goodneſs from 
the End to Which 40 ſerves, and is no Otherways. 


pkaſing to God, or a Mean of obtaining his Blef: 


ſings, 
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lings, than a it dow from a Principle of Fey, 
and miniſters to the Purpoſes of Religion. When 
our Faſting ſervesſto mortifie the Fleſh, and to ſub- 
due the Duſts thereof; when it expreſſes our deep 
Sotrow- for our paſt Sins, and our lively ſenſe of 
Gods Impending Wrath; ; When it diſpoſes the 
Soul for more Spiritual Acts of Devotion, and 
diſpells choſe Miſs, which hinder our proſpect 
into things above; when W̃ Üabſtain on ſuch 20 
lemn Occaſions from things Lawful, out of Indig 
nation that We have often gratified our N m 
chings Unlawful, and Uſe Faſting as an Act of 
Revenge for our former Exceſſes and Luxuries: 
| when We faſt not to pleaſe Men, nor to promote 
any mean worldly Intereſt, but 2 honour 
God, and to procure his Favour, We may hope 
that ſuch Acts of Mortification and Self denial, 
will be acceptable in God's ſight, that ſuch Faſts 
will be favourably regarded. _ 

But neither will a good End alone ſanctific 
our Faſts, unleſs the * of Our Perfor- 
mance doth anſwer the Purity of our Intenti- 
ons. There arc ſeveral Other Chriſtian 'Graces, 
which muſt attend our Faſts, that they may be - 
well pleaſing to God, and there is no One foul Sin 
that muſt be found in their Retinue, leſt they be 
bn thereby and become Abominable. 'T as | 
En 


I — . Gan” 14 
End of ot our Faſts is, as hath been faid, to pleaſe God, 9 
155 to render Him propitious; and that He may 

be pleas d me them, and reconcil'd to Us by 
them, they Ought to be ſuch as He himſelf bad 
choſen. For there are Faſts, which God owns to. 
bg of his Own 3 1% and there are Others, the: 
choice of which. He utterly diſclaims: Thoſe, 
which He himſelf hath choſen, have a fair Title 

w his Fayour ; thoſe, which We obtrude upon 
Him have no pretence te his Acceptance. Nor 
can We be at a loſs how to diſtinguiſh theſe; for 

God Himſelf hath. in this Chapter given Us the. 
Marks of Each; their Characters, which You. 

have heard. in this Morning's Leſſon, are very- 

| wh deſcrib'd, and very diſtinct from Each O- 
ther: For though both may have the. ſame Out- 
ward appearance, though both may agree in: 
| making the Voice to be heard on High, in bow- 
ing down the Head, and in the Exterior Drſes of. 

Sele cloth and Aſhes, Yet they are caſily diſcern'da 

by Fe different Qualities and Diſpoſitions, which. 
do ſeverally attend them. Strife and Debate,.. 

Voluptuouſneſs and Exaction; Diſcord: and Op- 

Ka” ob are to be found. with the One; Repen- 
tance and Mercy, Juſtice and Equity, N ee 
kindneſs. and Charity never fail to attend the O- 

ther. For an Anſwer therefore to the Objection 

of the Ter We reed. g no farther than tg the. 
| 7 
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peine 200 following Verſes of tlie Cer 

God himſelf hath been lead to give a full Re- 
ply to the bold Expoſtulation of Wicked Men; 
He hath diſtinguiſh'd between the ſeveral Sorts of 
Faſts: He hath declard which He Hath, and 
which He hath Not choſen : which Men falſly 


© alla Faſt, and which will truly be an Acceptable 


Pay to the Lord; which He will Deſpiſe, and which 
He will Regard; they are different in the Princi- 
ples they flow from, in the Ends they are deſign d 
for, in the Manner of their Obſervance, and in 
the Effects, which they have upon Mens Lives and 
Converſations, and therefore they ſhall be di- 
ſtinguiſh d in their Succeſs, and in the Reg ard 
which God ſhall ſhew to them: One has no Title 
to the Promiſes made to the Other; ſo that the 
Unprofitableneſs of the Former can be no Pre- 
judice againſt the Uſe of the Latter. 

That therefore our Preſent Faſt may be 
more prevalent with God for averting his 1 
ments, and imploring his Bleſſings, than our 
Former Faſts have been; that the Sword, which 
hath been ſo long Unſheath d, may at laſt be 
put into the Scabbard, and Peace, which hath. 
for too many Years been |baniſh'd from the 
_ Chriſtian World, may be ſpeedily re-eſtabliſh'd; 

that through our Prayers and Supplications 
a Blef1 ing may be deriyv d from Heaven on the 


Counſels 


* 
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Counſs of thoſe,. to whoſe Integrity and Wil⸗ 
dom the Important Care of making a juſt and Ho- 
nourable, a Secure and Laſting Peace is on our part 
committed; and that God may be entreated to 
pour ſuch a Meaſure of his Urim and I hummim in. 
to the Breaſt of his Holy One; as may enable Him to 
diſcharge his Truſt with that Civil Prudence and 
Chriſtian Simplicity, which become One inveſt- 
ed with the Character of an Ambaſſadour for his 
Saviour, as well as for his Prince; that this Day's 
Solemn Humiliation may incline God, in whoſe 
Hands are the Hearts of Princes, and who turn- 
eth them whitherſoever He will, to inſpire them 
All with ſuch a Regard to Juſtice and Equity, 
ſuch a Love ro Peace and Concord, that the 
Wolf. forgetting his Fierceneſs, may dwell quietly 
with the Lamb, the Spoiled may be delivered out 
of the Hand of the Oppreſſour, the Injur'd re- 
ſtor d to their juſt Rights, and ſecur'd bs fu- 
ture Invaſion, ſo that there may be no farther 
Hurt nor Deſtruction in all God's Holy Moun- 
tain , that this our Peace Offering (I ſay) may 
be an Odour of a ſweet Smell, a Sacrifice accep- 
table, and well pleaſing; it highly concerns Us to 
be ſtrictly careful, that it be free from All thoſe 
Spots and Blemiſhes, with which our former 
Oblation have peradventure been ſullied. 1 
3 8 
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# chen our paſt Humiliations have been Feign' d 


and Hy pocritical; if We have faſted not upon 


Spiritual and Religious, but upon Worldly and 
Political Views; if We have appear d in theſe 
Sacred Aſſemblies rather to make our Court to 
our Prince, than to render our Devotions to 
God; if our Deportment in his Immediate Pre- 
ſence, even on theſe Days of Solemn Penance 
and Humiliation, hath been Careleſs and Negli- 


gent, Wanton and Irreverent; if our Vows of 


Repentance and Amendment have, when made, 
been Formal and Unſinccre, or, as ſoon as they 
were made, have been preſently Forgotten and 
Violated ; if our Goodneſs hath been à the Mor- 
ning C houd, and as the early Dew hath paſſed away; 

ſuch Faſts as theſe, are ſo far from Atoning God's 
Wrath and drawing down his Bleſſing that they 


want themſelves to be aton d for; are proper to 
be Numbred, Confeſs d, and We d amongſt 


our Other Sins; and ought to fill Us with 1 
and Confuſion, with Sorrow and Remorſe, in this 
Day of Weeping and Wailing, and making our 
Peace with God by Faſting and Prayer. The In- 
cenſe, which We now Offer, muſt be Pure and 


Unp olluted, if We deſire that! it ſhould aſcend to 
the OE ©, and Avail Us for the Obtaining 


fo Valuablc a Bleſſing, as char of Peace, from 3 
60 
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God i Peate, the Giver of every. good and perſedt 
| And ſince Wars are the juſt Judgments of 
an W for the Sins of Men, We muſt 
ſincerely repent of our Sins, and amend our 
Lives, before We can have any firm ground 
whereon to build Rational Hopes of their Re- 
moval. 
There is indeed Greatet or Leſs Probability 
of an Happy Iflue to a long and tedious 
War according to the Righteouſneſs or Iniqui- 
ty of the Cauſe, for which it was commenc d, 
and the different Meaſures, with which it has 
been proſecuted. When Princes or States in- 
vade enn Neighbours out of Avarice, and a 
boundleſs deſire of increaſing their own Wealth 


| and Grandeur; or out of an Inſatiable Thirſt af- 


ter Power, and a falſe Notion of purchaſing to 
themſelves Honour and Glory by the Oppreſſion 
of Others; when they are ſo Ambitions of Fame, 
as to deſire that their Names may be tranſmitted 
to Poſterity, and ſpoken of through all future 
Ages, not for the great Good, 8 for the great 


Miſchief they have done in their Own time; 


when the Ravages and Deſolations, which the7 


cauſe 1 in the World, are ſuch, as will be recorded 
in Hiſtory, juſt as Famines and Peſtilences, 
as INE and Conflagrations never fail to be, 

1 becauſe 


20 The Dean of Carliſſe , Ser non, 
becauſe of the Deſtruction and Devaſtation 
which they bring upon Mankind; when they 
have no regard to Right or Wrong in the Making 
of War, or when in the Purſuit of it no Princi- 
ples of Religion, no Meaſures of common Hu- 
manity are obſerv'd; it may ſeem repugnant to 
the Atcributes of God to crown fo Unrighteous a 


Cauſe with an happy Event, and to give a deciſive = 


Sentence in its Favour. But on the Other fide, 
when Good and Religious Princes are forc'd to 
take up Arms for their Own, their Subjects, or 
their Confederates juſt Rights ; when they enter 
into a War, not with an Ambitious Deſign of Ex- 
tending their Own Empire, but with a generous 
and laudable purpoſe of reducing an Exorbitant 
Power within its proper Bounds; when their on- 
1y Aim is to reſcue the Injur d from the Opprefſ- 
for, and to do Right to them that ſuffer Wrong ; 
when they wage War, not for its Own ſake, but 
in Order to procure by it the Bleſſings of a Joy- 
ful and Secure Tranquillity ; when the Cauſe, in 
which they are engagd, is Juſt and Righceous, 
and the Methods, whereby they promote it, are 
Fair and Honourable; when the Ends, which 
they propoſe, are confeſſedly good, and they are 
willing and deſirous to lay down their Arms, 
however Victorious, as ſoon as thoſe Ends are 
1 5 ext] attain d; 
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attain d; when they are weary of MI. 
becauſe their Conqueſts cannot be gain d without 
the effuſion of Chriſtian Bloud; when their Ears 
are always open to the Oyertures of Peace, and 
they paſſionately Deſire it, even when they do not 
Want it: A War thus Begun, thus Carried on, 
and thus ready upon good Terms to be Superſe- 
| ded, ſeems to have a promiſing Title to a Fe | 
rous Iſſue from the Juſtice and Goodneſs of God. 
But Nevertheleſs ſuch is the Malignity of Vice, 

ſuch the Odiouſneſs of Sin, in the Eyes of a Pure 
and Holy God, that the Righteouſneſs of the beſt 
Cauſe May be over-balanc'd by the Iniquities of 
thoſe, who Eſpouſe it: So that, whilſt We ate In- 
corrigible and Impenitent, God may in Venge- 
ance continue to chaſtiſe Us with the Judgment of 
War, and expect that We ſhould by Repentance 
make our Peace with Him, before He gives Us 
Peace with thoſe that are about Us. That therefore 
this our National Faſt may effectually avert God's 
Wrath, it muſt be attended with a National Re- 
formation; and in This We ſhall certainly find 
our Intereſt, either by obtaining the Bleſſings We: 
pray for, or Bleſſings greater than thoſe We ask. 
For to proceed c to the 3d. and L laſt thing pro- 
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| in. res God riots grant CA TOE 
| Retjueſis of ſuch as Faſt He may Yet regard their 
Faſts; ſo that the denial of the Bleſſings We im- 
plore, when We Faſt, is no Amen for the 
Omiſſion of Faſting. 
We are apt to ſet too great a Value on Tem. 
poral Bleſſings, to have too low and diſproportio- 
nable an Eſteem of Spiritual; Thoſe, becauſe they 
{trongly affect our Senſes, We judge Solid and Sub- 
ſtantial; Theſe, becauſe * eſcape the reach of 
Senſe, Ve too often look upon to be Notional 
and Imaginary. And this Judgment of - ours, 
though extremely wrong, is in ſome Meaſure to be 
Excus d; For Senſe is our Guide from our Infan- 
cy, and in time comes to plead Preſcription for 
Directing and Governing Us; We have been long 
accuſtom d to judge of Good and Evil by This 
Standard, and it is not eaſie to bring them to ano—- 
ther and a ſurer Teſt: Were We pure Spirits, We 
might have a juſt Reliſh of Spiritual God; but 
whil We are er with theſe Bodies, We muſt 
not hope to diveſt our ſelves of the Prejudices of 
Fleſn and Bloud. This looks like pac e of an 
Excuſe for our Own wrong Sentiments concern. 
ing the Proportion which Temporal Bleſſings bear 
to Spiritual, but can never juſtify Us for attribu- 
ting 
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ting the ſame to God: His 7. houghts. are wt as 
Our Thoughts, Good and Evil are not the ſame. 
in His View, as they are in Ours; and it were the 
Extremity of Folly to think, char 'becauſc the good 
things of This World ſeem to weigh down thoſe 
of Another in our Miſtaken Apprehenſions, they 

are of the ſame Moment, when God weighs _ 
in the Balance of the Sanctuary. And Yet, when 
We complain that God regards not our Faſts be: 
cauſe He grants not thoſe Temporal Bleſſings for 
which We Faſt, We muſt ſuppoſe either that Gd 
| judges of them as We judge, and eſteems every 
F pe to be Good for Us, which We apprehend to 

be 10 or, that though He Knows that to be In- 
convenient, which We falſly think Convemient for 

Us, Yct in compliance to our Deſires, He ſhould 
grant it; To ſuppoſe. the Former is to queſtion ; 
the Wiſdom of God, to ſuſpect the Latter is to 
impeach his Goodneſs. If _ being Evil, know 
bo to give good Gifts unto theirC hildien, bow much: 
more ſhall our Father, which is in Heaven, give good 
things to thoſe that asl Him? Good not only to 
them which ask G od, but to ſuch alſo, ho out 
of Ignorance ask that which j in the Conſequences. 
of it might prove Evil; Good, different from 
what they wiſh, but at che fame time anch As 
boye their Wiſhes. 


We C 
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We "always Naturally deſire the Seren 
Good, though We do not always know what 
that Good is: W hen therefore We ask a Leſs, 
and God vouchſafes a Greater, when We pray for 
Temporal Bleſſings, and receive from God Spiri- 
tual, our Prayers cannot properly be ſaid to be 
— ſince though Our expreſs Requelts are 
ot granted, dhe Implicit Deſires of our Hcarts . 


3 a fulfilled. op 5 
Faſting is in its Nature Proper, add inits Uſe 
- defignd-to weaken our Aﬀettions for things be- 
own ; but when the Removal of a Temporal Judg- 
ment, or the Obtaining a Temporal Bleſſing is the 
ole Aim and Ultimate End of our Faſting, this 
Encreaſes and Strengthens thoſe wrong Appetites, 
which our Faſts are deſign d to correct and ſub- 
due. We ſhall be apt to think that there is no 
Evil beyond that which We ſo carneſtly Depre- 
cate, no Good above that which We pray 1 0 0 
wich the Utmoſt bent of our Souls. Temporal 
Judgments are in Themſelves Terrible, but they 
are much more ſo, as they are the Effects of God's 
Diſpleaſure and Evident Signs of a Judgment 
to come: Temporal Bleſſings are of themſelves 
deſireable; but their Value is much enhans d, as 
they are the fruits of God's Love, and Earneſts of 
his future Mercies; Our Meaſures therefore of 


Ech 
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| Exch ought not 70 be taken barely from the Evil 
or Good they carry with them at preſent, but 
much rather from the Mifery or Ha ppineſs, of 
which they are the Signs and Fore-runners: And if 
our Faſts ſhould: by. with God for the Pardon of 
our Sins, if they ſhould be Subſervient to the re- 

moval of his Diſpleaſure, and to the entitling 
s to his Mercy ar the laſt dav, We ſhould have 
no reaſon to complain, though the particular 
| Bleſſings We pray for are not granted, though 
the Temporal Judgments which We Deprecate, | 
are not remov d. | 
{| If any Temporal Bleſſing whatſoever were 
proper ** be pray d for abſolutely and without 
reſerve, Peace: might ſeem to Dare the faireſt 
claim to this Privilege: for of all Worldly 
Bleſſings this is the — Valuable: and Extery 
| five; What Health is to the Body Natural, 
the ſame is Teace to the Political Body ; "8 
gives it Vigour and Strength, Eaſe and Delight, 
and makes it capable of reliſning All Ocher En- 
joyments. I ſhould enter upon a Field too 
Wide, and too much Beaten, if 1 ſhould go 
hogs! to diſplay all the Ars of — 7 ; 


© they are too Many to be Numbred, and too 
S [| Welkknown to want being Deſcrib d. It may 
e luſhce/ to abſerve, that _-_ Goſpel · Diſpenſati- Th, 


on 
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on is in Scriptuite repreſented to Us as a Star 
of undiſturb'd Quiet and Tranquillity; and 
that even the Regions of Bliſs are there ſet 
forth as the Habitations of Peace. But hoy 
Beneficial ſoever Peace may appear to be, and 
how much ſoever it may deſerve to be the 
Object of our moſt paſſionate Wiſhes, Yet We 
Would be wanting in the Neceſſary Duty of 
Reſignation to the Will of God, if We ſhould 
pray even for Peace it ſelf peremptorily, and 
without Reſtriction. Not what I will, bu 
what thou wilt, was the Prayer of Chriſt 
when He defir'd the bitter Cup might paß 
from Him; and the fame will be the Prayer 
of every good Chriſtian, when He asks for the 
removal of any Temporal Judgment, or for 
the grant of any Temporal Mercy. 
The Wiſe-Man hath obſerv'd, That Yo every 
"thing! there is a Seaſon, and a I ime to every Purpoſe 
under the Heaven; a Time- of War, and a Time 
of Peace: And it is not for the Sons of Men 
aſſuredly to know the Times or the Seaſons 
which God hath put in his own Power. Be 
the Schemes of Peace never ſo well form'd, be 
the Proſpect of Solid and Durable Advanta- 
ges ee e therefrom never ſo Promiſing, 
be the Foundations oh it never ſo W and 


firmly 
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ny had; 18 whether in the laſt. Iſſue it 
{hall: proye a Bleſſing to a Nation or ne | 
. ee of God alone to know; A 
to his Good-Pleaſure therefore, whether He 
will beſtow it or not, We ought to leave the 
Determination. 
We may as well pretend to obtain the Good 
hcl We want without God's Aſſiſtance, as to 
know what is good for Us without his Direction; 
for as. None but an Infinite Power can ſupply Us 
with all that is Good, ſo None but an Infinite 
Wiſdom can always diſcern what that Good is. 
Of Preſent Good and: Evil We are able to judge 
rightly enough; We plainly feel whether at 
this Inſtant We are Eaſie or Uneaſie, Happy 
or Miſerable: But to judge right of a Bleſ- 
ſing pray d for, and yet at a Diſtance, We 
muſt be able to know things Future, and th. 
| diſcover Effects, whoſe very Cauſes are as Yet 
buried in Obſcurity 3 We muſt know what O. 
ther things will Attend or Follow the Event 
We with ; what it will prove in its Laſt II. 
ſue and. Conſequence ; whether, though Singly 
and Apart it may be good for Us, Yet it 
may not, when it comes, be mixt with ſuch 
Allays of Evil, or neceſſarily draw after it 


fach a Train of Miſchief as may render it a 
SS. .. Tac. 


28 The 7 Dean 7 Carliſle's Seren, 
Curſe inſtead of a Bleſf ing. But theſe chings 


fall not within our Cognizance; what is to 


come is hidden from our Eyes; and whilſt We 
want the Omniſcience of God We cannot be as 
God, Infallibly knowing Good and Evil. It 
will therefore be our Intereſt as well as our 
Duty to reſign all our Hopes and Wiſhes to 
the wik diſpo ofal of an All- — Providence; 
and whilſt We pray for thoſe Temporal Bleſ- 
ſings, which-We, according to the beſt of our 
Judgment apprehend to be Expedient for Us; 
We ſhould be prepared not only with Rasen 
to Bear, but to receive with Thanktfulneſs a Re- 
pulſe, if God ſhould ſee them to be Inexpedient. 
There is no Loyal Subject, no True Patriot, 
no Good Chriſtian ſo paſſionately fond of Peace, 
but that if He bad any reaſon to ſuſpect; 
that it would endanger his Prince, his Coun- | 
try, or his Relinion, He would dread it as 
an Evil more intolerable than even that of a 
Lingring and Conſuming War. When there: 
fore We pray for the Peace of Feruſalem, it is be- 
cauſe We Love it, and becauſe We feek its good; 
and if Peace be not granted, becauſe God Leech 
it is not Good for Us, We have, though not 
what We e pray for, Yet what We 
Uma ſeek. | 
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Beantiful, upon out - Coaſts, would be 'the 
Feet of Him that ſhould bring glad Tidings, 
that ſhould publiſh the joyful Tidings of an 
Happy Peace; and theſe Tidings would be ſtill 
the more welcome, if at the ſame time We 
ſhould hear, what, through the Intervention of 
the Proteſtant Powers, We may hope to hear, 
that Liberty was proclaim d to the Captives, the 
Opening of the Priſon to them that are bound for 
Conſcience-fake ; that our Reformed Brethren 
who ſuffer for the Cauſe of Chriſt, and who 
like Chriſt their Lord, ſuffer among the Vile 
Malef actors, were releas d from their Chains. 
Were an Univerſal! Peacg once re- eſtabliſn d, 
We might then hope t6 ſee our Breaches re- 
pair d, our Commerce reſtor d, our Strength 
recruited, and thoſe Houſes of God, which the 
Piety of the Nation hath decreed ſhall be built 
to his Name, riſe with greater Diſpatch and 
Security, when Ve bad Reſt on every ſide, fo that 
there was neither Adverſary, nor Evil Occurrent. 

But whether We are ripe for theſe Mer- 
cies, or not; whether the Temporal Ble. 
ſings We this Day pray for be Vouchſafed Us, 
or not, it is in our power to make this Faſt 
profitable to Us by a Sincere Repentance, by 
an immediate Converſion to God, and a aun FR 
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ſtant perſeverance in the Paths of Holmes 
For the Work of | Righteouſneſs ſhall. be Peace, (if 
not with our Enemies, Net, Which is of Infi 
nitely greater concern to Us, with our God) 
and the Effect of deal Ee and 


- Aſurance for ever. 


Five SERMONS Trina: Foy Jonah Boer 
at the Roſe in . e 1 che Reverend 
Dr. Smalridge, viz. 


Sermon Preach'd before the Right Honodrable the Loi 

Mayor, the Aldermen, Sheriffs, and Governours of the ſe- 
wth] Hoſpital of the City of London, in Chriſt Church, on 
Wedneſday in Eaſter Week, April 6. 1708. 

A Sermon Preachd before the Right Worſhipful the Court of 
Aldermen, at the Cathedral Church of St. Faul, London, on 
Monday, January 31. 1708. Being the Anniverſary of the Mar- 
tyrdom of- King Charles 1. 

- Not as Pleaſing Men, but God. A Sermon Preach'd at the Ca- 
thedral Church of St. Paul, before the Right Honourable the : 
Lord-Mayor, the Judges and Aldermen, Jan. 29. 178. | 

The Royal Benefadreſs : Or, the great Charity of Elucating poor 
Children. "In a2 Sermon Preach'd in the Pariſh-Church of St. Se- 

pulchre, June 1, 1710. Being Thurſday in Whitſun-Week ; At the 
Anniverſary Meeting of the Children Educated in the Charity- 
Schools, in and about the Cities of LONDON and VEST. 
MIVSE TR. Publiſh'd at the Requeſt of ſeveral Gentlemen 
concern'd in that Charity. 

A Sermon Preach'd at the Pariſh- Church of St. Dunſtan i in the 
W:ſt, on Sunday Decemb. the 23d, 1711. Publiſhed at he Re- 
. of the ä of the ſaid Tan. 1 


